Personal Stfpries

World War I

C ﬁm’stopﬁer ‘Annetts
ond Wiltshire CRegiment

(1 n October 18 97 ﬂ-ﬁmry Annetts married T1 ytﬁer&ey yarisﬁioner Maria

Green in All Saints Church in Winterslow . ?(aving settled in Witt Road
(forma[[y Lower fRoad) goin on to have ﬁve gir[s aml{/ﬁve ﬁoys over the 1years
fr0m18 76 to 1898, the ninth child and youngest bo eing Cﬁristqaﬁer who was born
in 1894. At the outbreak of the war we ﬁncf that Cfltiristqaﬁer had moved to London
and was with his brother Frank, who was the ﬁrst to leave Winterslow and his other
two brothers John and Edmund.

At the outbreak of war there was a national call for volunteers to which Cﬁm’stqoﬁer
20 and his two brothers John 24 and Edmund 22 responded, enlisting in the army in Kingston on Thames. Because
Zf their connection with Winterslow tﬁey were cfrcyfre togetﬁer into the Wiltshire fRegiment. Having completed their
asic tmining tﬁey Zuicﬁfy founcf themselves, as part cf the 2nd Wiltshire ’Regiment, involved in the ﬁg ting whilst
occujoying the trenches in Y}ores, in the region ofg-“ landers, and taEing part in the ﬁrst British oﬁmsive in March

1915.

The battle (asted from 10th to 13th March, but faifec[ to make much impact, with the miﬁ’mry records icfennfyin
13,000 killed, wounded or missing, incfuafing from the Wiltshire Regiment 58 men and 6 cﬁcers killed, 162 men and
11 cﬁcers wounded, with 56 registerecf as missing‘ ?(aving survived this engagement, the three brothers then settled
into the routine of trench (futy and Joen’oafs of recujoemtion in the reserves.

ﬂ-(owever, his brother Edmund was to lose his (ife, along with one of his comrades on 15th ﬂynf when back in action
his unit came under mortar attack, which also injured 4 other so diers.

In May just a month cgcrer Fdmunds death the Wiltshire Regiment again came under ﬁ‘re from a German
bombardment of ﬁigﬁ exy[osives and sﬁm}mef burst which blanketed the whole cf the British occu}oiecf area. For a full
day the Regiment was pounded in concentration of half an hour with heavy shells falling every 8 or 9 seconds. The
next cfay the Germans rqoeatetf the bombardment resulting in the Battalion [osing nearfy a quarter @( its strengtﬁ.
The troops had to carry out significant zﬁ(ort to rebuild the defences using 20,000 sandbags in the process. The
panarama cf battle that cfay matched that cy( the ty}n’caf ﬁfm reel, with torrential rain soaﬁing the troops, who were
knee deep in mud, and struggling to keep wepons and ammunition fit for purpose.

cﬁcer killed, 126 men and 6 cﬁcers wounded and 11 missing. Cﬁristqoﬁer was one of the soldiers rejoortecf as missing

s ond who's Eody was never located. ‘Hénry and Maria had now lost two sons,
onfy 33 c[ays apart, as Cﬁm’stqoﬁer was cﬁicia((y recorded as [osing his [ife on
18th May 1915.

Over the two afays the Battalion had lost about a 6{qucwter of its strengtﬁ. The mifiio?/ records iofenmfy 21 men and 1

His name is recorded on the Memorial to the Missing located at the east end o
the Le Touret Mi[imry Cemetery near Neuve Cﬁapye[& The Memorial takes the
form of a loggia suwoumfing an open rectan, ular court. The court is enclosed
By three solid walls and on the eastern side 6% a colonnade.




